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DIVISION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
The New Testament comprehends 
twenty-seven books, of which the first 
five are historical, the last prophetical, 
and the rest epistolary. The epistolary 
communications ofthe New Testament 
contain history, prophecy, doctrine, 
recepts, and exhortations. While the 
immediate design of different portions 
of the New Testament varies, yet the 
ultimate design of all its component 
parts is one and the same. To elevate 
and refine man;.to convert a race of 
sinful, miserable, and degraded beings 
into pure, holy, and immortal intelli- 
gences ; to enable the children of men 
amidst all the sorrows, perplexities, 
and afflictions of this wicked and sin; 
polluted world, to exult in the happy 
prospect of a blissful immortality be- 
yond the grave; to remove the sting 
of death, and ‘despoil the grave of its 
terrors; and to open the high road to 
an incorruptible, undefiled, and un- 
fading inheritance in the imperishable 
heavens, are among the transcendently 
and and glorious objects which the 
eavenly volume under consideration 
was designed toaccomplish. Surely a 
volume written with & design so noble, 


15 


so high, so philanthropic and divine, 
possesses unparalleled claims upon the 
attention of man.. The great central 
theme of the New Testament, is the 

ndest. and most sublime that ever 
excited the admiration of created intel- 


ligence. 

Tn the pleasing, contemplation of the 
glorious and magnificent scheme of hu- 
man redemption, angels that excel in 
strength have manifested their raptur- 
ous and ineffable delight in the highest 
acclamations of ecstacy; while the 
most exalted intelligences that: burn in 
celestial light around the throne of the 
immntable Jehovah, enraptured with 
the unparalleled exhibitions of infinite 
love, strike their highest notes of praise, 
as in the profoundest awe they pore 
upon the transcendent and marvelous 
theme. The immediate design of the 
first four books of the New Testament 
is the same. These narratives were 
written by, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. Matthew and John were apos- 
tles, and Mark and Luke were eyan. 
gelists of Jesus Christ, and companions 
of the apostles. Now it is conceded 
by all who confide in the teachings of 
the volume of divine inspiration, that 
faith is a prerequisite to a participation 
in the heavenly delights, and the bliss- 
ful honors and prerogatives of the chil- 
dren of the most high God. It is a 
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sine gua non to the ful] enjoyment of 
the rich and unmerited blessings of the 
gospel conferred upon the saints in the 
present life, and the blessed, hope of 
incorruptible glory and undying bliss 
in the heavenly mansions of the para- 
dise of God. Without faith, no.act of 
obedience can be acceptible in the sight 
of God. ‘*Without faith it is impos- 
sible to please him; for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek him.” Heb.11: 6. And 
again, the same apostle declares, ‘‘what- 
soeyer is not of faith is sin.” Rom. 
14: 23. Said the blessed Redeemer 
to Thomas, ‘‘I am the way, the truth, 
and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.” And no one can 
come to the Father by Jesus Christ, 
without believing him to be the true 
Messiah, the Sen of the living God, 
and the Savior of the world. The 
wom’n of Samaria, while conversin 
with the Savior at Jacob’s well, said, 
*“‘] know that the Messiah cometh, 
who is called Christ; when he is come 
he will tell us all things. Jesus said 
unto her, 1 that speak unto thee am 
he.” John 4: 23, 26. Again, said 
the lovely Redeemer to the Jews, “I 
said, therefore, uuto you, that ye shall. 
die in your sinus; for if ye believe not 
that Lam he, ye shall die in your sins.”’ 
John 8: 24. Hence, as a means b 
which man may have access to God, 
faith in Jesus Christ as the Lord Mes- 
siah, is indispensably necessary. “For 
there is none other name under heaven 
iven amofig men, whereby we must: 
be saved.” We want faith, not in 
Moses as our lawgiver, but in Jesus 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
Concerning the promised Messiah, 
about fifteen hundred years before he 
made his ap in Bethlehem of 
Judea, Moses said to his Jewish breth- 
ren, ‘The Lord thy God will raise up 
unto thee a prophet from the midst of 
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
unto him ye shall hearken.” Hence, 


when the Savior was tranfigured be- 
fore Peter, James, and John, on Mount 
Tabor’s sacred top, a voice is heard 
from the excellent glory, ‘‘this ts my 
‘beloved Son, hear ye him.” “The law 
and the prophets were until John,” 
and even the twilight beams reflected 
in the mission of the Harbinger of the 
Messiah, are obscured amid the match- 
less splendors of the divine eflulgence 
of the Sun of righteousness. John the 
Baptist was but the morning star of 
the New Institution, heralding the be- 
nign approach of the Prince of Life. 


|He lived not under the Christian dis- 


pensation, and it pertained not to his 
mission to teach the laws of the New 
‘Covenant. lis was a mission of love 
and mercy from heaven, to the way- 
ward and rebellious children of Abra- 
ham. But his labors of love were only 
pre ry to the full development of 
the principles of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and the establishment of his 
kingdom in the world. “I am the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness,” 
said he, ‘“‘make straight the way of the 
Lord.” In relation to this remarkable 

nage, Jesus himself thus testifies; 
‘For this is he, of whom. it is written, 
behold, 1 send my messenger before 
thy face, who shall prepare thy way 
before thee. Verily I say unto you, 
among them that are born of women, 
there hath not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist; notwithstanding he 
that is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he.”’ t. 11: 10,11. 
We are not now under obligations to 
yield obedience to the sacred injunc- 
tions, presented by Moses and John 
the Baptist. A new dispensation has 
been introduced, and new obligations 
have been imposed. Now without 
personal faith in Jesus Christ, no man 
can secure a well-grounded hope of an 
immortal existence in the blissful man- 
sions of the paradise of God. Bat faith 
is founded on testimony ; hence, in the 
absence of testimony there can be no 
faith. Testimony is not less essential 
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to the existence of faith, than food or| book of the generation of Jesus Christ, 
air to the ation of animal life.|the Son of David;the Son of Abra- 
Now if we desire faith in Moses as one| ham,” or, according to the rendering 
sent of God, we must examine the tes-| of later versions; ‘“The history of Jesus 
timony given concerning him; we} Christ, the Son of David, the Son of 
must secure an acquaintance with his} Abraham.’ Hence, it is manifest that 
history ; we must carefully canvass the| the four books now under considera- 
evidences he presented in attestation | tion, wwe to give a history of the 
of his superior claims. So also in re-|Son of God. But it may now be. ap- 
to Jesus Christ. If-we want faith} propriately asked, what is the desi 
in the Lord Messiah, we must form an| of these narratives? Most pitt 
acquaintance with his history; we, the design of One is the design of all. 
must possess a knowledge of his super-} And in regard to the grand object ot 
lative character, and of the incontes-| these writings, we are not at all depen- 
tible and infallible demonstrations of| dent on conjecture. One of these his- 
his divinity. torians presents his design in writin 
But in what portion of the Bible do|in the most explicit terms. ‘An 
we find the history of Jesus Christ?}many other signs truly did Jesus in 
It is not given in the Old Testament. the presence of his disciples, which are 
The law of Moses declares not a syl- not written in this book ; but these are 
lable concerning Jesus of Nazareth.) wretten, that ye might believe that Jesug 
No book in the Old Testament: pur-|ts the Christ, the Son of God; and 
rts to give a history of the Messiah.| that through 
he prophetical allusions to the coming} his name.” Henee, it is evident that 
Shiloh, found in the writings of the| the grand and glorious design of these 
Jewish prophets, are too meagre and/| sacred testimonies is to secure faith in 
to meet the demands of the) the great impulsive truth, ‘‘that Jesus 
case. Hence, we are under the im-|is the Christ, the Son of the living 
— necessity of consulting the| God.’’ A more important proposition 
criptures of the New Testament, for| than this, was never submi to the 
the requisite information concerning| understanding of mortal man. It is 
the Savior of the world. But we ask/| more puissant than the highest man- — 
in what portion of the New Testament! dates of all earthly potentates, princi- 
is presented:the history of Jesus Christ?) palities, authorities, and powers, com- 
Not in ‘‘Acts of the Apostles,” the| bined together. -Though opposed by 
twenty-one epistles, nor a consolidated ranks of artful and invete- 
cal treatise written by the apostle John| rate foes, this mighty truth, like the 
on the isle of Patmos. It is foreign| pillars of Hercules, or the rock of Gib- 
from the design of any of these books| raltar, has stood unscathed for the lapse 
ss all those evidences, strong| of eighteen hundred years. It has ele- . 
irrefragable, connected with the} vated the poor t in his humble 
birth, life, death, resurrection, ascen-| house, and subdued the stubborn heart 
sion, and coronation of the Messiah,| of the monarch on his throne. It has 
which are requisite to convince both| abolished the crimsoned rights of Pagan 
Jew and Gentile ‘that Jesus is the} worship, and quelled the fierce war- 
Christ; the Son of the living God, andj rior’s thirst for blood, It has tamed 
the Savior of the world. The narra-| the ferocious nature of the untutored 
tives of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and| savage; it has gladdened the wilder- 
John, give the history of Jesus Christ.| ness and the solitary place, and caused 
The preface to the first of these books} the desert to rejoice, and blossom as 
is in the following language: ‘‘The|the rose. It has driven from the heart 


| 
| 
; 
| 


—. >» 


| 
te { 


~ 


»- 


928 MaGazIne. 


the inciples of : “selfishness | 
and envy, and destroyed’ the plagues 
of avarice, falsehood, deceit,” cruelty, | 


and oppression. ‘Tt’ has ‘hushed’ the 


siren song of the midnight revel, sheath- 
éd the sword of the: blodd-thirsty assas- 
sini, and clothed the’poor inebriate with 
sobriety ‘and’ honor» has turned 
swords into’ lowshares, and spears 'in- 
to pruning hooks; it has disbanded 
hostile armies; ‘to “engage in 
deadly conflict ‘onl’ th field of battle; 
it has extended the mik( sceptre of uni- 
versal love, and laimed in accents 
mild ‘and lovely, *‘Glory to God:in the’ 
highest, and on Pohath peace, good will 
toward men.” It has ‘comforted the 


mourner; fed thehungry, clothed the| 


naked, and visited the sick. It has 
provided for the ‘wants’ of the widow 


and the orphan, and ‘soothéd the cares | . 


and sorrows ‘of the way-worn dis- 
consolate.’ -has* healed: the broken 
hearted, set at li ithe sin-bound 
eaptives of Satan; and brought joyful 


deliverarnde’ to down-trodden and | 


oppressed Of earth: It has released the 
unrequited servant from the 'sava 

tyranny and ‘batbarous cruelty of his 
inhuman master,and breathed the spir- 
it of kindness.and love to the universal 
brotherhood “of man. has robbed 
death of its sting, and annihilated the 
terrors Of thé grave. It has made ‘the | a 
dying bed feel: soft ‘las downy ‘pillows 
are,” and” millions ‘on ‘the very 
verge of the 'tomb to exult in the pleas: 
ing and blissful ‘assurance of an -im: |: 
mortal existence; with an unfading dia- 
dem of glory,'‘joys ‘unsullied; and im- 
perishable honors in the Palace Royal 
of the universe’! To give faith in a 
truth, so grand,'so impulsive’ and plo- 


| rious, is the immédiate' design of the 


four sacted testimonies under.conside- 
ration, and their wltimate ‘design “the 
security of the beatifie joys’ and ineffa- 
ble délights of an endless life in heaven. 


Matthew wrote, first, ‘to convinée the 
Jews) in’ Tudea: that°Jesus’of Nazareth 
is the Messiah, the Son’ of God Mark 


'to- convince the Romans, Luke the Are. 
cians, and John the: Asiatics in gen- 
eral ; and doubtless: ‘they all designed 
that through these several nations, the 
divine testimonies should to the ut- 
termost parts of the earth. Hence, 
these sacred narratives them- 
selves to the unbelieving world. They 
present the most indubitable evidences — 
of the unrivalled. and incomparable 
ess'and love, the matchless excel- 
lencies; and the superlative glory of the 
divine character “of the King of Saints, 
the Prince of Peace, and Savior of 
men. “Wm. M. Ros, 
Buchanan, Michigan, Jan., 1898. or 
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Reply to Vs Arguments on setting 
apart Church Officers.—No, 4. 


» It will be remembered, that, in the 
commencement of this discussion, our 
Brother set out to discuss! two propo- 
sitions ; and ‘that upon the first; we 
agreed, ‘but second, ‘we 

isa 

‘The issue, heen, was upon ‘one. sin- 
gle proposition. He affirmed, that, 
“in ‘the primitive churches, officers 
were not set apart by the imposition of 
hands,’ and we followed him in reply. 
Our Brother, in laboring this: question, 

appealed''to- the Scriptures; and to 
charch* ‘history, for supports.and cou 
tinned to: this the 
close of his third article.: 

Our discussion, then, is not ols the 
propriety ‘of having church officers |; 

h of us agree ~thiat they did exist 
in ‘the’ primitive: churches, and should 
exist in’the churches It is ‘not 
on'chureh officers being: clothed with 
apostolic authority, and exercising un- 
limited control over the conpregations ; 
for both agree, that the governing power 
is invested in the or 
churches:.'! But the real question: is; 
How do the churches confer this. pow- 
er? How do they give their officers, 


‘the power to act as their official fune- 
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tionaries?. What do.the Scriptures, 
and churel ‘history, say on thee -ques- 
tion as-our Brother has:closed 
the argument of éAts question, and has. 
given to his fourth article a new cap- 
tion’; and as we have carefully exam- 
ined his arguments touching this point, 
we feel at liberty:to offer some afirma- 

tive arguments, showing, that in: the 
primitive churches officers were: set 
apart, by ‘prayer with and 
the laying on of In doing 
this, we will, however, do but little 
more than give a summary of what.we 
have already done. 

Before wl commence our affirmative’ 
arguments, we will, as common cour- 
tesy requires, notice ‘Brother V.’s fourth 
article.’ It contains some excellent 
things, although they are not directly 
with the question ~ debate. 

bri a list sages 
from the Now te Testament, sind: 
from church history, to prove that the 
“governing ‘power is: placed in the 
hands of the congregations.” This, we 
do not pretend to deny. ‘But this is 
not the question under discussion. The 
real question is, how do the congrega- 
tions confer this er on their offi- 


cers? It is certain that the governing | ( 


power, invested in the congregations 
or churches, must, in some ‘way, be 
given to their officers ; otherwise they 
must act without authority or power: 

but that the congregations do confer |m 
this power on their officers, is a fact 
that Brother V. admits. He-»says: 

“We find the following: to have been 
the practice at ‘a very: early period: 
Now [| find:the manner of electing a 
bishop to’ be this... ‘When a parish or 
bis ¢ ‘was'vacant, al] the members, 
both clergy and laity, met together in. 
the church commonly to choose a fit 
person, to whom they might commit the 
care and’ government of the ‘church 
This: is’ correct.“ It -was,ino' doubt, 
apostolic order. « According to Brother 


V.’s own showing, then;rit ia one. thing | poor. 


| affirmative a 


Acts 6:°5,.6. The 


to. commit the care and, government of 
the church to’ them. committing 
of this. power to the officers chosen, is 
the very thing we are contending for, 
And: if our Brother: had read 
history little farther, he .would. have 
proved. the whole process... He would 
have shown, thatthe churches in primi- 
tive times commited this power to their 
officers elect, by the imposition of hands, 
in connection with: prayer and fasting. 
Having now,yseen that our Brother’s 
fourth article virtnally sustains our. po- 
sition, we will proceed to. ‘after, some 
ts... 
I.. Our first argument, in antiport of 
our affirmative. proposition, shall be 
based upon the facts.connected with 
the case of the. “‘seven,”’? mentioned in 
passage reads as 
follows: ‘‘And the: saying pleased the 
whole multitude ; seh thes chose Ste 
n, &@: man fall. of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Procho- 
rus, and Nicanor, and and Par- 
menas, «nd Nicolas a:proselyte of An- 
tioch ; whom they set before the apos- 
tles: and: when: they had prayed, they 
laid their hands on them.” . 

Now, if it can be shown that these 
seven) were church. offieers, then it 
follows, beyond the possibility of refu- 
| tation, that officers in the primitive 
churches were ‘‘set by prayer, 
and the imposition. of hands; for all 

must agree, that’the: were thus 
apart.”?:' as Brother V. has 

appealed to church history, and. as we 
have admitted that kind of evidence, 
we will call attention to the following, 
found in: Mosheim’s. history of the first 
century; Maelain’s translation ;:. pub- 
lished by S. K.,Hoshour, A, Ms page 
72. Itsays:. first deacons of the 
church, being chosen. from. among the 
Jews who were born in Palestine, were 
suspected by foreign: Jews of partialit 
in the: offerings,’ whic 
were: pres for the Saou of the 
"To remedy, therefore, this dis- 


to choose officers, and it is another thing 


order, several other deacons were cho- 
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gen by order of the Apostles, and em- 
ployed in the service of that part of the 


church at Jerusalem, which was com- 
ed of Jews converted to Christianity. 
f these new ministers six were foreign- 
ers, as appears by their names; the 
seventh was chosen out of the. prose- 
lytes, of whom there were a certain 
number among the ‘first Christians at 
Jerusalem, and to: whom it was reason- 
able that some regard be shown, in the 
election of deacons, as well as foreign 
Jews. All the other Christian churches 
followed the example of that at Jeru- 
salem, in whatever related to the choice 
and office of the deacons.” 

This testimony is indeed overwhelm- 
ing! It reaches back to the first Chris- 
tian church, the church at Jerusalem, 
under the immediate ision of 
the Apostles themselves. It shows 
clearly, that the seven, upon whom 
hands were laid, were deacons; and 
that all the other Christian churches 
followed this example. 

The facts, then, connected with this 
case, (the case of the seven,) as given 
In Scripture, and in authentic church 


history, are— 
i; hey were called deacons. 
2. They were called ministers. 


3. They were spoken of as being 
officers. 


4. Their official duties were, to at- 
tend to the temporal welfare of the 
church, or con ion. 

5. They were chosen by the congre- 
gation, or multitude. 
bee And lastly: They were set apart 
by prayer, r, and: the imposition of hands, 

other Christian churches fol. 
iad the example of that (chureh) at 
Jerusalem, in whatever. related to the 
choice and eof the deacons.” _ 

This, tadouht appears to be sufficient 
of its self to settle this question forever. 


Jin the same way that the seven were 


‘set apart.” That is, by “prayer with 
fasting, and the laying on of hands,” 

It will be remembered, that our 
Brother, in citing the ease of the house 
of Stephanas, admits, that valid min- 
isters of the word were ‘“‘set apart’ in 
the same way that ns were get 
apart” to office in the churches. And 
as it is admitted by all, that Barnabas 
and Saul were valid ministers of the 
word, we will proceed with the argu- 
ment, and * how they were “‘set 
apart. 

This case is recorded in Acts 13 2, 
3, and reads as follows: “As they min- 
istered to. the Lord, and fasted, the 
Holy Spirit said, separate me Barna- 
bas and Saul for the work whereunto I 
have called them. And when they 
had fasted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away.” 

The leading facts of this case, are ex- 
ceedingly: pain.. The Holy Spirit 
makes the requisition, and the church 
obeys. The church, either en masee, 
or through her officers, attends to ‘‘set- 
ting apart’? Barnabas and Saul, by 
“prayer with fasting, and the laying 
on of hands.” This is New Testament 
order. 

IL. third atgnment shall be 
drawn from Acts 14: 23. ‘And when 
they had ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed with fasting, 
they commended them to the Lord, en 
whom they believed.”’ 

Thés ere taken in connection 
with Acts 13: 2, 3, which sets forth 
the process by which Barnabas and 
Saul were “set apart;’’ and with verse 
26th of the 14th chapter, which shows 
their return to Antioeh, the place from 
whence they had been’ recommended, 
shows, In our judgment, that they ‘‘set 
elders. in the same 


But we will continue. | way that they themselves were “set 
If. second argument shall be|apart.’’ Thatis, by prayer with fast- 
built upon the fact, that the church at /ing, arid the laying’ on of hands.” | 


Antioch, at the bidding of the Hol 


Spirit, “‘set apart” Barnabas and Saul, 


V. This argument shall be drawn 


‘from 1:Tim. 4: 14, which reads as fol- 
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lows: ‘Neglect not. the gift that is in a to accomplish by the practice of 
ay 


thee, which was given thee by prophe- 
cy, with the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery.” ‘Phe word presbytery 


in the Christian church.’’ 


the laying on of hands in ‘“‘setti 
primarily signifies, ‘‘a body of e’ders| apart” church officers, is, that the offi- 
cers thus “set apart,” have the consent 


ing on of hands?” © 
Answer. The good resulting from 


Timothy, then, was ‘‘sct apart” by | and authority of the entire church or 


“the laying on of bands ;’’ the layi 


congregation conferred on them, which 


on of the hands of the elders, in accord-| enables them to act legally in the 
ance with a prediction that had gone/church of Christ. The Apostles insti- 
before concerning him. And to this| tuted and submitted this form, and the 


Paul adds: “Wherefore, I put thee in 
rememberance that. thou stir up the 


V. This argument shall be based} 


rimitive churches practiced it, as we 
ve already shown; and the good of 


gift of God, which is in thee by the} any thing, is; found, in attending to it, 
putting on of my hands.”’ in a proper legitimate way. 


Second. What was the design or rea- 


upon the following words of Paul to}80n why the. Apostles imposed their 


Timothy’: hands suddenly on no 
man.” 1 Tim. 5; 22. This passage, | 
taken in connection with the drift of 


hands upon the seven. 
‘The Apostles imposed their hands 
upon the seven, (deacon,) doubtless to 


Paul’s teachings or letters to Timothy, | institute the form, and set the example 


as we have already shown, establishes 
the fact, that the Apostle was speaking 
of “setting apart” church officers. 

VI. This argument shall be drawn 
from the following historic facts. King, 
in his history of the chureh, says: 
‘‘When a parish or bishopric. was va-} 
cant throngh the death of the incum- 
bent, all the members of the parish met 
to choose a successor.” And Cyprian 
says: ‘“‘After a bishop was chosen or 
elected by the church, then he was in- 
stalled by the imposition of hands.” 
Tertullian lived in the early days of 
Christianity, and it is admitted, even 
by our Brother, “that he was a stickler 
for this rite, and did every thing im his 
power to perpetuate it in the church.” 

Now, with all this testimony before 
us, it does indeed seem to us that, in 
the primitive churches, officers. were: 
“set apart” by “‘prayer with fasting, 
and the laying on of hands.” If, how- 
ever, we are In error and this doctrine’ 
is not true, then we are entirely will- 
ing to surrender to the truth of God. 


- Our Brother propounds three ques- 
tions for us to answer— 


First. ‘‘What good do you (we) pro- 


for all other Christian churches to fol- 
low, ‘‘in whatever related to the choice 
and office of the official functionarfes 
of the church of Christ.” 

Third. “lf hands are to be imposed, 

whose fats is it to impose them ?” 
. It is undoubtedly the duty of the con- 
gregations, through their elders, to “‘set 
apart” officers by the imposition of 
hands. This we have clearly shown, 
in our previous arguments, 

_We will now state, as we have stated 
before, that we do not unchristianize, 
disfellowship, or censure any one for 
differing trom us on this question. We 
doubt not but Brother V. has had to 
meet some hard things on this subject, 
which ought. to be met and refuted ; 
but he should be careful not to 
the opposite extreme. 

We will say in conclusion, that 
wherever the Bible leads, we are will- 
ing to follow. May God bless us all, 
and enable us to understand his word 


Evil pursueth sinners, but the right- 
eous good shall be 1epaid. 


| 
and obey it, that we may be finally 
: saved in Heaven. 
Thomas Wier. | 
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“Leaving the great commercial city 
of the Western hemisphere, we found 
ourself in the land of our nativity, after 
a pleasant ride of:a few hours on the 
Central New Jersey Railroad. Our 
first stopping place’ ‘was Priticeton, 
where we received our edneation. ‘We 
were met at. the depot. by a sister and 
brother-in law, who -we had not seen 
for more than twenty-two years.- This, 
however, was’ but the beginning of a 
series of joyous mectings with relatives 
and friends, which continued. daring 
the. whole -of our short’ stay, in, our 
“fatherland.’? ‘We failed to recognize | 
several of our nearest relatives, while 
many others with whom we had for- 
merly had. but partial seqnaintaice, 
looked perfectly familiar. 

Many of those: who were. wetively 
engaged in’ the varions' avocations of 
life, when we left in the spring ‘of 
thirty-five, were. not. among those who 
by their kindly greetings called vividly 
to our minds*the- recollection of “days 

o’ lang sine.” They had “‘passed that 
bourne from which no travéler retarns,” 
and left behind them the joys and gor- 
rows, the trials, cares, and responsi- 
bilities -of this world: The old grave 


of Hopewell, ‘revealed to us many a. 
sad story; of bereavement and death. 

There we stood. by thegrave of a father 
‘who fell asleep: in Jesus eleven years: 
ago, and whose memory we hope ever 
to cherish with filial Yeverence and 
love, Others, near and dear to us, had 
gone to the city of the dead, to rest un- 


Even the graveyard does ‘not: look 
upon its inmates, ‘as they : appear in the 
great. judgment day.. We saw the 
graves .of those whose life had. been 
|criminal and whose death was infa- 


mous, decorated with the snow-white 


marble—while nothing but a rude and 
shapeless, fragment of a common stone, 
marked the terminations of a grave 
where lay the remains of a: man who 
for almost half a century was: looked 
up to as the oracle in all matters of 
literature and science. No epitaph is 
written, there, even to perpetuate hia 
name to coming generations. _ 

‘The massive stone slab with a fight 
of steps at either end, standing oppo- 
site the meeting house, known as the 
“horse block,” upon whicli Col. Hough- 
ton made. ‘anch an effective appeal. in 
behalf of those who were struggling to 
secure to. themselves civil and religions 
iberty,. as: to»influence every man in 
the congregation to go to the resctie, 
we regretted to find had been'sacrificed 
to the eupidity of those who were heirs 
to. the ground upon which it stood, al- 
though verbally given to the *y 
its original owner. 

We yisited the “parsonage,” where 
we were born, and the house in which 
| we were reared,.bnt it did not look to 
us like It is: true it: was the 
same honse and tlie:same rooms, but 
my father, and mother, and sisters and 
brothers, ‘were not there. The! old 
clock whose tall and beautiful form had 
always filled its corner, and whose 
clear-toned sounds admonished us. of 
time’s tapid flight, was not there. The 
old corner-cupboard and. the settee of 
the spacious entry; the book-case and 
desk of ‘the library; the big ten*plate 


| | 
| 
| | 
4 


283 


stove and dresser; ‘of the:kitehen ‘and 
all the multiform paraphernalia of par- 
lor, and ;bed-rooms, were gene. We 
felt. that it where | 
kind parents and friends had watched 
overus from'infancy to manhood. The 

cold and almost repulsive greeting ofa 
stranger hand, and voice, caused in us 
an involuntary shudder, and the mourn- 
ful reality was forced upon us that our 
childhood’s home hiad ‘passed away like 
all the things of earth, nevermore to be 
enjoyed by “those who had once bead 
its happy inmates... 

Qn Lord’s Day we attended pair 
in the house where we: had .always at- 
tended from our’ earliest recollection ; 
where our father, for almost forty years, 
preached the glorious gospel of salva- 
tion to sinful men-through the atoning 
blood of the blessed Jesus:; and where 
we first confessed our faith in His name, 
and was buried with -him in the em- 
blamatic waters of baptism, The meet- 
ing-house was,,there, much as we left 
it; many old and, familiar faces were 
there; but, oh! how-changed the spirit 
of the worship! Instead of the heart- 
melting exhibition of Jesus’ love, and 
solemn and,tender. exhortations toobe- 
dience and faithfulness, we: had been 
wont to hear from that time-honored 
desk, we were compelled to listen dur- 
ing the tedious hours to a dry and soul- 
less dissertation upon the narrow-min¢- | 
ed and God-dishonoring dogma of par- 
tial,’ unconditional personal election 
andi reprobation.’ The blasting inflq- 
encé of that fripid. speculation, was 
visible on the congregation.” Antino- 
mian opiates. have lulled ‘them into 
such a moral:lethargy, that they ignore 
Sunday schools, temperance’ societies, 


Jand: every other institution designed to 
meéliorate the ‘condition ‘of 
and sinful humanity. 

‘In the afternoon, we sions to a very 
large assembly on the subject of Bible 
Christianity. We were not, however, 
permitted to'speak in the old meeting- 
house. Although we preach the same 
Jesus that for so many years our father 
preached, the rigid exactings of secta- 
rian bigotry excluded me from its fa- 
miliar threshhold. We had, however, 
through the interposition of friend and 
|the politencss of a Methodist preacher, 
who kindly’ gave up his claim in our 
favor, a very comfortable and commo- 
dious hall provided for us, and a very 
intelligent and attentive auditory. _ 

“Our ‘last visit in New Jersey was at 
the quiet village of Haddonfield, six 
miles from Philadelphia, where two of 
our sisters are conducting a female 
seminary. ~We were greatly pleased 
with “the lady-like deportment of the 
students with whom we became ac- 
quainted. The course of studies is 
much more’thorengh than that which 
obtains in most similar institutions. 
Teaching is with us almost a family 
trait, seven out of ten having spent a 
portion of their lives in that honorable 


and useful business. — 
We spent a Lord’s Day with the 


brethren, in the city of ‘ brotherly 
love.” ‘Phey have a very comfortable 


tion. ~ Brother Challen, we 
learned, is very highly esteemed, and 
his Iabors.of love duly. gpireciated by. 
his: flock. | We had among our auditors 
Dr. James: T., Barclay, but we regret~ 
ted that’ he did ‘not give us the oppor- 


tunity to converse with him at the 


meeting-house: and a.respectable sized 
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close of the meeting. Philadelphia is 
a beautiful. city, regularly laid out and 
compactly built. It contains many 
magnificent buildings, both public and 
private; but as a businese city, it is 
very far inferior to New York. 

Taking the midnight train from Phil- 
adelphia, we had the pleasure of cross- 
ing the mountains by daylight. They 
afford one of the grandest and most 
picturesque views we have ever wit- 
nessed. For a considerable distance, 
the road follows the meanderings of 
the Juniatta river, presenting a great 
_ variety of landscape. We dined in 
the “‘ Iron City,” and passing through 
Crestline and Columbus, arrived at 
home at break of day, in less than 
thirty hours from Philadelphia, to 
cinnati. We were absent from home 
some twelve weeks, during which time 
we delivered about fifty discourses, and 
witnessed the confession and baptism 
of some thirty persons. During the 
whole tour; a kind Providence pro- 
tected us from the casualties incident 
to travel, and we found our family in 


the enjoyment of their wonted health |'€4 


and prosperity; for all which bless- 
ings, we render the gratitude of our 
hearts to our kind Preserver and boun- 
tiful Benefactor. 


‘For the N. W. Christian Magasine. 
Christian Responsibility. 

A laborer in the vineyard of Christ 
should realize the value of a soul—and 
looking upon the matter as our Master 
did formerly, judging from his inter- 
rogatory, “what will it profit a man if 
he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul?’ we will be ever active to! 
rescue our fellow men from ruin. Few 


jligion of Jesus. 


human life—living recklessly, prayer- 
lessly—thoughtlessly rushing on, soon 
to render an account for their steward- 
ship upon eatth. This world is not 
our home; hope points to the future— 
to happiness reserved in heaven for 
those influenced not. by the * lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life.” Time passes rapidly 
away—soon this generation will have 
passed away; then if faithful to Jesus 
now, we may have our name recorded 
upon the pages of God’s book of re- 
membrance, if not in the records. of 
teful nations. We should be care- 

l of our conduct, that the influence 
of our acts may be to advance the prin- 
ciples of Jesus, civilizing and revolu- 
tionizing the world. With what weigh- 
ty themes does the minister of Christ 
attempt to reach the heart, filling it 
with comfort, as he tells the repentant 
sinner that Jesus has died for a ruined 
race—that sin no longer shall be vic- 
torious’ upon earth—that a Mediator 
now sits upon the throne of the uni- 
verse, interceding for the saints. How 
humbly, yet hopefully, should we ap- 
proach the riches of the glorious gospel 
of Christ—humbly, because of our un- 
worthiness; hopefully, for Christ has 
promised it through obedience to his 
uirements. Our views of redemp- 
tion should not. be circumscribed; we 
should appreciate its fullness, which 
should tend to force out that nataral 
littleness and meanness so character- 
istic of our race, and implant those 
principles of benevolence and good- 
ness, the leading principles in the re- 


Human nature feels the pressure of 
sin—the avenues of the human heart 
have been filled with its deadly impreg- 
nations, leaving an influence percepti- 
ble through time, - Therefore, we must 
continually lay hold of the principles 
Jf ‘truth, that these seeds of evil may 
be repelled, and freed from sin we may 
live anticipating a hopeful future. 


Christians realize the responsibility of 


There are many noble brethren in this 
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State, who are willing to sacrifice every 
thing of Christ; but: the communities 
where churches of Christ. are located, 
still feel the paralizing effects of that 
exterminating style of proclaiming the 
inciples of the gospel, ridiculing the 
il a of sectarianism, and bitterly 
ng and teafing down, and doing 
ttle building up the truth. 
Thank God, a different system prevails 
tdroughout the land, and the ness, 
love, “e truth of the gospel are im- 


pressed, and Christians are becoming 
prayerful and a: ee we live to 


see more pie and more 
er, the in our 
ly religi concen 
the of darkness. 


Horner. 
“For every asketh  Recelveth.” 


O, ask wealth; 

The gaudy bauble glitters to te ale 

It hath a thorn to press thee when BE 

It maketh and leaveth thee to weep; 
not what wealth can give. — 


O, ask not fame; 

The em 7 Babble-bresks at every gale: 

Its mighty shadows stalk in midvight ; 
b kills he hero, and then haunts his tomb, 
O, ask not love; 


"Where all his triumphs fail. 
he fond hau idl” beakth the fond heat 
' Dis smile is oft deceitful, and its 


Too oft is felt in sorrow's darkest a 
Ask not his treacherous dart. 


| aik not life: 

even life imakes good the name.” 

oft its victim craves the boon of death, 

not the 


Ask for a mind ; 
Aw humble heart, that never soars to fall ; I 
A heart to. bless the hand that gives ital, 
_ That priceless gift of life. 


‘The heart to sy ny in others’ woe, 

3 Asim to feel for all the sorrowing here, — 

t them to.a better sphere, 
“Whara tans eon never low” 


grief for all the ills. hand has done; 
g for wasted life, for useless breath : 


won, 


jin 
heart-chi 
ta C ristian 


“a church” or a 


{theme of theolo 
_ | doetrinal thesis with metaphysical pre- 


‘Sitting in Prayer. 


Or our recent tour throngh Illinois 
and Iowa, we were no little shocked in 
witnessing whole congregations, with 
few in the act 
of prayer on. the first impres- 


sion, ‘wondered. whether they were 


sceptics or actual unbelievers. We 
could not think that any gentleman 
would sit down to address a king or 
an , to ask a favor of him; 
much: less ‘could we think that 

Christian man would sit down, by a 
deliberate act of his own will, to ad- 


dress “the King of kings, and the 
Lord of Lords.’’ Besides, we have in 


|the Holy Bible, old Testament and 
_ | New, examples numerous, definite, and 


yo impressive, of patriarchs, proph- 

ets, priests, and kings, prostrating them- 
| selves—bowing their persons, falling 
upon their knees, as David the King, 
and Panl the Apostle spoke of them- 
selves in their attitudes of praise and 
prayer. We are, indeed, commanded 
“to plorify the Lord with our bodies,” 

ah ell as with our spirits: for both 


| Nave been redeemed by Him. 


To see a con tion of professed 


believers sitting in the act of prayer, 


ng around them as in a theatre, or 
ular assembly, convened on 
inary occasion, exhibiting a 
and a vacant mind, 18 a 
and a soul-paralyzi 
my journeyings, 
I have entered 
e, usually 
ceting-house, the 
er stand- 
in tones, at- 


some 
wanderin 


spectacle. . 
sorry to say, 


ple sitting 


and 
ng, and ts 


titudes aha” Sat as though he 
were on some speculative 
, or discussing some 


cision and logical exactness, in periods 


land cadences of measured time. and 
_. rhetorical, etiquette. 


With the chaste, inatepesive and elo- 


e quent Cowper, I would say : 
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“Would I deseribe a preacher, such as Paul, 
Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and own, — 
should himself direct me.. would trace | 
His master strokes; and draw from his design. 
q would express hi le, grave;sincefe; 
n doctrine anco n language plain, 
_ And natural in gesture ; much i i 
as conseions of bis awful 
anxious mainly that the flock he cod 
ey aflfectionatein look. 
tender in address, as well becomes = 


A messenger of grace to guilty man. Getafe mts 
This is not merely good taste, but Chris- 
Hien and good manners. But, 
alas! how few appreciate and practice 
it! Prayer, however, and not preach: 
ing, nor teaching, is our present theme, 
Bat do not these sentiments | apply 1B 
spirit and design,'to prayer notin the 
oset especially, in the public as- 
sembly? There is; indeed, a prevail- 
ing bad taste in preaching, teaching, 
and in praying, as well as dance - 
in singing the praises of tho Lo 
Standmg is a Divinely sanctioned at- 
titude in in both prayer and praise. In 
the solemn .assemblies.of the saints of 
all ages, standing up was a prescribed 
attitude of congregational devotion in 
both prayer and praise. . Krom .the 
ays of Abraham, father of the 
thfal children of God of all ages, 
standing, as well as kneeling in prayer, 
and standing im; praise, were Divine 
institutions, and the | consecrated usage 
of saints in all _Abraham stood’ 
before God in prayer. Gen/ xviii: 22 2, 
22—“‘Abraham stood before the Lord, 
and interceded for the, righteous in 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Again in Gen- 
esis xix: 27, reference is had to the 
where Abraham ‘stood before the 
d.? And again, Leviticus ix: 5, 
scodading to the command of God, 
the congregation drew near and ‘stood 
before the Lord.?’? And, again, while 
Solomon was ‘*the congrega- 
tion of Israel stood.” 1 Vill: 
14; 2d Chronicles vi:,3; vii: 6, Ne- 
hemiah, the reformer, “said. 5, 
“stand up and blegs the Lord.» Ji esus. 
said to his disciples, “when you stand 


ok yer, ‘Psalm xcv: 6 
jus Kn 


praying, forgive: Mark xi: 25." 


‘Kneeling in prayer, from the day 
David; noted ‘as a proper atti 
says, “let 


eel before 'the Lord our Maker,” 
Solomon, 24 Chron: vi: 13—*kneeled 
down ‘on his knees”. in prayer 'to God, 


Daniel kneeled, three: times: a: day on 


his knees before the Lord ; ‘chap. ‘vi 


|10. Jesus himself knecled down an 
prayed, Luke xxii: 41. 


Stephen,’ the 
proto-martyr, kneeled when he ‘‘cried 
with a loud voice’+—‘Lay not. this 
Bin” (of my murder) **to their charge.” 
“Peter kneeled and Acts ix} 
40; and **Paul kneeled and prayed,” 
Acts'xx: And to consummate in 
the strongest case, we learn, Acts xxi? 
that Pan, concourse of mien, 
women and children accompanying him 
from Tyré‘to the ‘ship, when. they ‘ap- 
roached the shore they ‘all kneeled 
own, on'the sand or abbles: We pre- 
sume, and unitedly with Paul beet ght 
jthe Lord for a safe voyage ‘for’ him to 
Jerusalem... 
Standing in worship is ‘also conse- 
crated. Nehemiah, the great reformer 
of Israel, said to his ple—*‘Stand 
up and bless your God forever.’? Chap. 
ix: 5. Job. unto thee 
and thou dost not hear: Tatand up and 
thou dost not regard» “And 
when you stand pray ve, 
said Mark xi; The p ub- 
lican (affirmed the Lord in his parable 
‘stood, smiting his breast—-afar off an 
said :. God be:merciful to me a sinner.” 
“He went down to his house justified,”’ 
but not the Pharisee. They both stood 
—in the. right attitude, but ‘ihe hearts 
were not alike. | Angels: either stand 
or fly. They never sit. 
Sitting in devotion, or eteabiioy is 
never acceptable to°'God, unless in such 


oe as.God.may have made. standing 


mpossible, as-in "the: ease of the lame, 
the maimed, and the‘paralytic. Chris- 


tians are commanded to God in 
their whole persdnality—body, sonl, 
and spirit... very.member of our body 


may become; or be made an-inetrument 


| 
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of haying its fruit. to’ 
holiness and ha piness—the end of 
which is. eternal life. Life is always 
active; death aloneiis wholly passive... 


» Sitting worshippers, are lazy bodies ; 
kneeling worshippers are in good keep- 
ing with our present personalities, and 
are, therefore, acceptable to God so far 
as they correspond with him in spirit 
and truth. It angels cast their crowns 
at the feet of the a fab of God, we may 
afford to bow our persons in the. dust 
before him. There are no sofas in the 
heavens. for the aristocracies of the 
skies. Let us then, humbly worship 
at his feet, in spirit and in truth ; for 
God seeks such such to wor- 
ship him. 


The foray 4 pen 


of Brother A, Campbell, we copy. from,| 


the January No..of the Millenial Har- 
binger. It is a picture of what is, 
and what ought to be, in reference to 
the attitude of worshippers. In our 
preaching tours through various parts 
of the country, we have been pained to | 
witness. the same abberration from 
Christian propriety, and’ Bible teach- 
ing: Even in ‘those “congregations 
where it is the practice to stand while 
singing, it is not uncommon for many 
of the members to scat themselves in 
the most comfortable mapner possible, 
during the time. that prayer. is, being 
offered to the great. Jehovah, the God 
of the universe. ‘Indeed, we searcely 
remember a dozen’ congregations in all 
our horizon, that are not to some ex- 
tent of om this, sub- 

It affords us see 
dications; on the part of our teachers 
and scribes, to reform our own congre- 
gations!,and more especially when it 
comes from/so influential a source. We 


not,only most. cordially endorse every 
word.of it, but, feel inclined to remind 
the reader of the apostolic injunction, 
ye doers of the..word, and not 
hearers only,” Ifyou.are indeed really 
guilty, commence an individual refor- 
mation, and exert your influence, to 
bring about.a congregational reform. 
If, as we profess; we “‘walk by the 
same rule,” let us ‘‘mind the same 
things,’’ thereby superinducing not 
only a uniformity, but a Scriptural 
usage, in reference to this most solemn 
and important eet of our public wor- 


American Bible Union... 
. The following article, which we have 


just conception, of the resent condition 
ofthe Bible Union. 

As those who profess. on 
“the Bible, the 3ible alone, and noth- 
ing but the Bible,” we should as a de- 
nomination not only feel a deep. inter- 
est in the success of an institution, the 
sole object of which is to produce and 
circulate pure versions of the word of 
God, so that every man may read it in 
his own vernacular; but we should 
also be willing to make a personal sac- 
rifice, in order to render the pecuniary 
aid to on great 
work: 

stewards, and he will hold you account- 
able for. the. manner in {which you 
spend the substance ‘witl: which he has 
entrusted ‘you, Sisters, pause before 
you purchase useless and expensive ar- 
ticles of attire, and remember the mil- 


lions of the }human family who are 


just received, will give our readers a 
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living and dying without God; and| kins, Missionary at Oroomiah, Persia, 


without hope of immortality. ‘ Remém- 
ber, too, the church is the ‘pillar ‘and 
support of the truth, and that a fearful 
responsibility is resting upon each one 
of us, as members of Christ’s church. - 
The Society is at this time in ‘great 
need of fonds, and we have no doubt 
but our brethren, as heretofore, will do 
their full share towards sustaining those 
J. Bo 


The Board of Managers of the Amer- 
ican Bible Union, held their first meet- 
ing for 1858, at the Bible Rooms in 
New York, January7. The President, 
Dr. Armitage, in the chair. Rev. J. 
QO. Beardslee, Missionary at Kingston, 
Jamaica, led in the devotional exer- 

Genera Prosperrtr¥.—Dr. E. Parm- 
ly, the Treasurer, presented a report 
on the finances of the Union, examined 
and certified by the Auditor, Sylvester 
Pier, Esq. The receipts.for December 
were $2,205.48. Expenses, $2,137.12. 
There is some falling off in the receipts 
from the last year, and much need is 
felt for funds to push forward the pub- 
lication department, as several parts of 
the revision are ready for the printer’s 
hands, and are only delayed for the} 
want of funds to pay the expense of 
publishing them. Contributions for 


eulars and appeals 


informing the Secretary of a small box 
of ancient and modern Syriac Scrip- 
tures, forwarded for the use of the 
Union, and acknowledging the receipt 
of a copy of the revision of Job, with 
ions of interest in the progress 
of our work. | 


Impostrvre.—A copy of a printed 
circular, issued from this city, and 
mailed to our friends, was also read to 
the Board. It is dated January 1, 
1858, and purports to be an APPEAL 
THE oF THE Union.” 
It pretends to plead for the Union, and 
that money be immediately remitted to 
its Corresponding Secre It is is- 
sued anonymously, and is designed in- 
sidiously to prejudice and injure the 


Bible Union. e friends are hereb 
warned against the imposture. Oo 
circular of that date has issued by 


the Union. The author of this-is the 
same relentless enemy of the Bible 
Union, who has made so many efforts 
within the last eighteen months, to ruin 
the institution and its officers. — 

It will be remembered that the cir- 
of the Union are all 
headed ‘*A merican Bible Union Rooms, 
850 Broome street, New York,” and 
are almost uniformly signed by the 
officers of the institution. | 

Tar Karen Scriptvres.—Messrs. 
Vinton, Brayton, and Beecher, Mis- 


this object are beginning to come in.|gsjonaries in India, represent the urgent 


The general aspects of the Union are 
encouraging. | 


demand for a new edition of the Karen 
Scriptures. Since 1843, there have 


H. Wyck- been published over ten thousand copies 


off, the Corresponding Secretary, pre- 
sented an abstract from the correspond- 
ence of the previons month. ‘Three 
hundred and forty letters have been 
received. These letters breathe a spirit 
of confidence and rejoicing in the work 
of the Union. Some of them, how- 
ever, tell of hard times in money mat- 
ters. 

Lerrer rrom Oxzoomrn, Prrsta.— 


churches. 
some, from the effects of the climate, 


they may a } 
A letter was read from Rev. Dr. Per-| upon. the 


ofthe Bible and Testament in this lan- 
guage; and now it is believed that not 
over two thousand copies remain in 
the hands of the eight thousand Chris- 
tians connected with the Mission 
Some have been worn out, 


have been destroyed, and others are 
widely scattered, where it is sy 
t of life 


eathen. At the present 
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time, large numbers’ of the native’ 
preachers have no Bibles, and it is not 
ies for the mission to supply them 
or love or money. There is not even 
enough to meet the demands of the 
schoo 


It is to print an edition of 
from three to ten thousand copies of 
the Bible, according to the demand, 


and the supply 

nient form, awith the New 
Testament. The missionaries have en- 
tered upon the work, in humble reli- 
ance upon God; for they say they have 
nothing in hand, and nothing pledged. 
Their confidence is in God alone. It 
is His work; and they dare not longer 
leave the poor native Christians unsup- 
plied with so divine a gift. God’s 
voice seems distinctly to say to them, 
“Go forward.” In obedience to this 
call, they have ventured to follow where. 
He leads them, and they say, we never 
can give ourselves rest until this great 
shall be | 
take great things for God, and expect 
great things from God,” is the noble 
motto of these self-denying laborers in 


a foreign land. 
t before the 
by 


This subject was brou 

Board at the meeting in 
the Rev. Dr. Brown, retarned mission- 
ary from Assam, who made applica- 
tion for aid in the name of the mis- 
sionaries now in Burmah. The sub- 
ject, with the letters from missionaries 
which he furnished, was referred to the 
Committee on Versions, who reported 
at this meeting favorably to the appli- 
cation, and, after deliberation, the 
Board unanimously authorized the offi- 
cers to prepare a suitable statement of 
the facts, and solicit contributions for 
_ this object in the same way as for the 
German and Siamese Scriptures. © 
- ‘The translation of the Scriptures in- 
to the Karen language, was made upon 
the principles of the Bible Union. 
Should the Lord stir up ‘the hearts of 
any of His dear people, to contribute 


of funds, in a conve-|, 


‘| with it, desi 


mitted at an early day. While taxing 
every energy for the accomplishment 
of the great work of revising the Eng- 
lish Bible, the Union would not turn 
eoldly away from the cry of the needy 
in other fields; but would encourage 
them till the Lord 


ure word of the 
Shall be glorified in all the earth. 
Siamese Scrirtores.—Rey. J. H, 
Chandler, who has been for many years 
a missionary at Bangkok, Siam, is de- 
voting his attention to the printing and 
circulation of the Siamese Scriptures. 
On two. occasions he appeared before 
the Bible Union at its anniversaries 
and gave very interesting accounts of 
the estimation in which the translation 
was held by intelligent natives, and 
the good which its circulation was ac- 
complishing. = 

At present, he is entirely destitute 
of to print and circulate this ex- 
cellent version of the word of God. 
He has no resource put the sponta 
neous contributions of those who love 
the sacred Scriptures, and desire to 
have them distributed among the hea- 
then. He has made numerous appli- 
cations to the Union for aid, and the 
Board has. only waited for a favorable 
opportanity to bring it before the friends 
of Siam 


A more worthy object can not be 
presented for the exercise of Christian 
benevolence. 

The Siamese New Testament is also 
made upon the principles of the Bible 
Union, and is regarded by all who are 
uainted with the language, as sin- 
gularly pure and faithful. 

~The Bible Union has in former years 

contributed for this object, but has not 
now the means to spare from its other 
) ions. Any amounts deposited 
ated for the Siamese 
Scriptures, will be forwarded to Broth- 
er. dler without any charge, 80 
that he will receive the full amount. 


Geritany.—The Rev. Mr. Oncken 


for this work, every dollar will be re- 


writes that the work of distributing 
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| new, editions, 
in distribution,.at the expense. of th 


hima supply: of the: New Testamerit, 


laboriously engaged 


Reports. were 
received from. six. colporteurs engaged 


Union. . They are meeting. with. arent 
success. The work is extending even 
into Russia,.and extensive. from |. 
that country begin to co Since 
October, drafts for seven 
sixty-seven dollars have been remitted | . 
to Mr. -Oncken, from’ moneys | 
doriated for this object. 


J: O. 
Reardslee;:a Christian missionary at | ; 
Kingston, Janiaica, who. was /present | 
at the meeting of the. is-about 
to return to his field of labor.’ -He has | 
been.zealous:in the distribution of. the 
Scriptures in the West Indiesiand Cen- 
tral America, and will take out with 


which has: just been completely ‘re- 


vised and by | 


in monetary affairs has not ‘retarded 
the work of the’ Union in the English 
department, except'in' the isste of its 
primary ‘revisions for the examination 
of scholars: ‘ The Final Committce are 
in the execution 
of their responsible trust.’ . And in its} 
sticcessful accomplishment, the Board 
is greatly encouraged, The members 
pive their services gratuitously, in the | 
management of the affairs of the insti- 
tution; and are liberally sustaining it 
by their contributions.” ‘About 
one thousand dollars haye been ‘pledg- 
ed ‘by ‘and for the 

present 

spat of Mark ie in 

cess of publication ‘in’ the “Monthly. 


The Acts of thé Apostles will bé issued |N 


weeks: The in one yolunie ‘a! féw 
weeks. “The affairs’ of thé’ ‘Union are 
certainly in a very” enconraging’ |, 
dition; and the; institution, will ,be 
able, by the good hand 


of God, tO, pass 


and | 


the Seript tures in.Germany is;likely to throug h, this *year. of, trial. with , great 
for. the want. of means to if; its fiends will..cordially sec- 


|ond the efforts of, the, Board by freel 


communicating) of thein means, as: 
e|has prospered them, 
H. 


an Object in Views. 


man, young woman, 
traveler. in. life,. have 
worth in, view.. 
ay, rise not. ike, the 
borne up by the WN nor like the, bub- 
ble tossed along by the wave, rise with 
& purpose, with a, will, with a heart for 
active, useful life; Live not merely to 
eat, to, drink, . anid to be;. but to. do 
jsomething worthy. of a day of life and 
light, saan you in the evening to 
say, “I haye not lived this day Vain ; 
Lhave finished the work given) me to 
‘Do, live, an aimless life-— 
mopin dreamin away your 
cions but. this. is the 
true function of man and _.the greatest 
blessing of papantty: Work with an 
object.in. yiew See that ship leaying 
port; ask. the captain if he knows 
whither he is bound—you affront him 
with such, a question. He says, ‘‘dm 
Lafool?” Is thatship, that Be of 
more value than, your }ife?. | 
are you bound? | Ask, oh, ask hae 
brother and sister. this question. the 
answer would ‘be. indefinite, confused 
cneabyae ‘to. their Own. mind and 
yours... the chart of: the Mill 
of life in your hand, can yon tell 
er you are. bound?.. Did Ou say,, ‘‘to 
the. grave?” Is that the haven of your 
soul, the aim and end of Pha being? 

0, n0.; arise, look around, see a thou- 
sand things worth for, a 


glorious objects worth pursuing... 
we; object in view 


fair that you, ask in return. . We have, 
believe ug we. have an aim, an object— 
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a worthy one too, right, full.in view— 
to stimulate the apathetic to work, to 
counsel and encourage the earnest work- 
_ er; torecord hopeful signs, interesting 
facts, and pleasing narratives; to en- 
courage the young in the pathway of 
duty. Our great and grand aim is, 
(and believe us we are not mere wordy, 
sentimental journalists, but every day 
hard co-workers,) to hasten the reign of 
truth and righteousness; of moral rec- 
titude, social justice, religious freedom, 
spiritual worship, and universal peace 
and good will among men.—R. Spears. 


— 


Wayside Sketches—No. 21. 


Highland county, as its name indi- 
cates, is an elevated and salubrious 
locality, and is one of the best whea 
growing regions in our State. The in. 
habitants are generally industrious and 
prosperous, and are of German origin. 
They have not paid as much attention 
to education and the elevation of their 
common schools as they might have 
done, but there scems to be at the pres- 
ent time a more general and just ap- 
preciation of their value. 

The cause of Christianity has taken 
considerable hold, but the congrega- 
tions are none of them in a very flour- 
ishing condition, The first one we 
visited was at Fairview, a small village 
on the turnpike west of the county 
seat. The brethren have put up a very 
good meeting house, and number over 
one hundred members. They are, in 
the aggregate, a very wealthy congre- 
gation. Still they are doing very little 
for the cause, either at home or abroad. 
The same is true in reference to the 
Union congregation, except that they 
are worshipping in a miserable old 
house, neither comfortable nor 


convenient. The. neighborhood is. usn- 
ally known as “Smoky Row,’’.a name 


to understand until we visited them, 
and found that the sisters at almost 
every house sent forth a daily and 
sometimes hourly cloud of tobacco 
smoke, perfuming themselves and their 
domicils with the odors of the burning 
weed. 

The congregation at Rocky Fork is 
smaller than either of those we have 
mentioned. They have a very com- 


_ |fortable meeting house, and keep up 


their regular weekly meetings. The 
burthen of paying preachers and enter- 
taining strangers, rests mainly upon 


and has made considerable sacrifice 


for the cause in the way of his own 
personal labors. 


congregations, and not a single preach- 
er who is sustained by the brethren, 
either as a pastor or an evangelist. 
‘This deplorable state of affairs is owing 


to two causes. One is, the congrega- 


good brother, who had not the nerve 
to teach his converts their duty on the 
subject. He chose rather to labor dur- 
ing the week with his own hands, than 
to teach them that God had ordained 
“that they which preach the gospel 


should live of the gospel.” His eourse 


but we feel confident it has had a dele- 
terious influence, upon the congrega- 
tions, The other cause, as we con- 


ceive, is the covetousness of the breth- 


ren. It cannot be disguised that many 
of them have their affections on. the 


world. They give more evidence that 


the origin of which we were at a loss © 


one man, who is himself a preacher, © 


There are in the county some dozen - 


tions were nearly all organized by a . 


no doubt tended to render him popular,. 
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they are serving mammon, than they 
do that they are serving God—and the 
Savior says, no man can serve both at 
the same time. 
money for the gratification of their de- 
praved appetites, in the use of tobacco 
and other things which are positively 
injurious, while they withhold their 
support from the great work of convert- 
_ ing the world, may serve to swell the 
list of names on the church-book, but 
they are of no benefit whatever to the 
congregation. 

There is a fine missionary field in 
Highland county. In Hillsborough, 
the county seat, there is no Christian 
congregation, and scarcely any mem- 
bers. The old congregations all need 
the efforts of efficient laborers to arouse 
them from their lethargy, and there 
are many destitute neighborhoods 
where much good might be effected by 
the proclamation of the gospel. The 
brethren are abundantly able not only 
to sustam the cause in their respective 
congregations, but to keep at least four 
efficient preachers laboring as home 
missionaries in the various destitute 
parts of the county. All that is lack- 
ing is, their hearts are not sufficiently 
in the matter. The laborers could 
easily be found, if the support was 
made sure. We found in their midst 
a very efficient preacher, of good re- 
port in all the congregations where he 
is known, who is teaching school in 
order to raise some money, and who 
we doubt not would much rather be 
laboring in the Master’s cause, if the 
brethren would do their duty in hold- 
ing up his hands. 


On Christmas morning, we left home 
to fill an appointment at the ‘York!among our brethren. 


ax 


/ 


Men who will spend 


Street’? congregation, in Licking coun- 
ty. We were agreeably surprised to 
find at the depot, Brother J. J. Moss, 
who was on his way home from New 
Albany, where he had been holding a 
successful meeting. It is always a 
pleasure to us to find a Christian broth- 
er for a traveling companion, but the 
natural or acquired taciturnity of Broth- 
er Moss rendered him less approach- 
able than we could have wished. We 
traveled together as far as Columbus, 
where we took the Newark train and 
was soon at the place of our desti- 
nation. 

The York Street brethren have built 
themselves one of the best meeting 
houses we have ever seen in the coun- 
try. It is beautifully situated on the 
bank of Licking creek, which affords 
every convenience for administering 
the ordinance of Christian baptism, ac- 
cording to the ancient and apostolic 
usage. We labored there ten days, 
under very disadvantageous circum- 
stances. The weather and roads were 
such as to render it almost impossible 
for the brethren living at a distance to 
attend. Besides, the ‘“hog-fever” was 
raging to a considerable extent, and 
had assumed various types, such as 
breach of contracts, law suits, &c. Our 
congregations were, therefore, very 
small, and no immediate fruits were 
the result. We found the brethren 
very kind and hospitable, and was lib- 
erally sustained in our labors. The 


congregation is well organized, and as 
far as we could learn, conducting their 
weekly meetings in gospel order. We 
were particularly pleased with their 
singing, which was greatly in advance 
of the usual congregational singing 
B. 
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| For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
How to Abolish American Slavery—No.1. 


Brorien Boaas: I have had it in 


my mind for several years, to suggest 


to the friends of universal liberty, A 


Plan by which the desired object might 


be attained, without doing violence or 
injustice to any one concerned. 
But from several considerations, | 


have hitherto been deterred; one of 


which is, that the writers of our day 
who claim public attention on the sub- 
ject of American slavery, have as yet 
declined to suggest any efficient remedy 
for this great national evil. While 
they cease not to inveigh against the 
unfortunate slaveholder in wnmeasured 
terms, they never condescend to pro- 
pose any equitable plan, by which to 
rid the country of this bone of conten- 
tion. 

Another end mortify- 
ing circumstance, is to be found in the 
instability of the administration of our 

vernment. It has unfortunately been 
the policy of those who have had the 
control of our government afiairs for 
several years past, to render our reve- 
nue system unsettled; uniformly dis- 
turbing the tariff at the time when it, 
the revenue, was in the most healthy 
condition. 

A few years ago there was found a 
surplus in the United States treasury, 
which surplus was scattered to the four 
quarters of the government, and like 
water spilt on the ground, irrecover- 
able; nor is any of the effects of it to 
be found at this time by the most dis- 
cerning. 

The party then in power pretended 
to arrange the tariff to a revenue stand- 
ard; but they were, such tinkers in 
revenue policy, that they spoiled the 
system 

The next effort was to secure money 
enough to defray the expenses of the 
government, and furnish means to its 
Officers to purchase patronage. with. 


But these tariff tinkers were not suffi- 


| 


| ciently 


posted up in the commercial 
transactions of our government with 
other nations, to enable them: to regu- 
late a tariff simpy to meet the wants 
of the nation. a short time, the 
find a surplus of some fifty million dol- 
lars in the or et again. What must 
be done now? hy create a few offi- 
ces, the filling of which shall be at the 
disposal of the President, thereby en- 
abling him not only to dispose of the 
surplus fifty millions, but with its dis- 
posal to pramese an amount of patron- 
age equal to the amount expended. 

_ Thus, for a series of years, the bun- 
glers have kept the treasury drained, 
our home manufactories crippled, and 
the little surplus that did accumulate 
in spite of improvident legislation, scat- 
tered to the four winds, when the sur- 
plus might have been increased from 
year to year, and annually appropria- 
ted to the accomplishment of the great 
end for which this happy government 
was conceived and organized, viz: 
“That all men might be free, and en- 
Joy life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness.”” Instead of an annual surplus 
in the treasury, it is now reduced to 
bankruptey, or so near as to be com- 
pelled to issue treasury notes—another 
mode of borrowing money, or asking 
an extension of time. Gen. Jackson 
once said, that. ‘‘He who does business 
on borrowed capital, ought to break.” 

These treasury notes are the result 
of short sighted legislation, and mai- 
administration. 

These circumstances, taken ther 
with some others, are almost sufficient 
to deter me fiom offering one thought 
on the subject of freeing y Pane on from 
the curse of slavery. 


_ If you will allow me a conveyance 
in your vehicle, I have concluded to 
submit, for public inspection and criti- 


cism, @ plan of emancipation that will 
do violence to none, and award justice 
to all, notwithstanding the many dis- 
couragements in the way. 


Inasmuch as a work of this kind 
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-eannot be accomplished without a con- 


siderable amount of ‘funds, it becomes 
me to suggest a plan by 
the requisite funds may be obtained. 


This plan will be forthcoming in my 
next. Wait until next moon. 
Near Bloomington, Til., Jan. 11, 1858. 


A Prayer Meeting. 


A prayer meeting is a place for so- 
cial religious life. It is not for preach- 
ing, nor is it for exhortation. It isa 
place where Christians meet to instruct 


and strengthen one another by a free 


and familiar development of their re- 
ligionus experiences and emotions. It 
is an altar—for whose fire every Chris- 
tian brings a brand, and where the 
whole pile is made a of the added 
fagots of many enkindled liearts. 

is is the primary idea of a prayer 
mneeting. It is evident, therefore, that 
the first step toward a wholesome meet- 
ing is truthfulness. Yet it is this im- 


portant element which is apt to be 


most often lacking. It is thought ne- 
cessary, even by advanced Christians, 
to assume a sense of awful responsi- 
bility, to put on an air of profound 
solemnity, and to manifest an eminent- 
ly devout spirit. But these feelings 
are never proper, except when they are 
real. ‘They should never be assumed. 
They should never be put on and worn 
as a kind of appropriate dress, becom- 
ing to the occasion. Men should not 
lay aside their naturalness before God, 
any more than before men—and even 
less, as God can see through the guise 
when men may not. They should not 
pretend to be what they are not, any 
more in a prayer meeting with their 
brethren, than alone in their own pri- 
vate closet. Any pretentious mood, or 
any forced and artificial feeling, will 
— do harm, for it will overlay the 
mind as straw and dry leaves overlay 
the soil, so that nothing is able to spring 


means whereof 


prayer which is not spoken 
in sincerity. Itisa great and griev- 
ous sin for a man to utter prayers to 
God, when his heart neither suggests, 
nor enters into, the petitions. Itisa 
piece of mockery that no man would 
‘endure—much less God. Forany crea- 
ture to bow before his Creator, and say 
prayers, whether they be long or short, 
printed or unprinted, which do not en- 
gage his heart, but which he utters 

m a mere sense of duty, or from su- 

titious fear, or vagy is an 
inexpressible audacity. Jct tt is o 
And it is “If you 
feel like praying, pray till you do.’ 
Now there certainly are degrees of in- 
terest; and a man may be blameless 
for experiencing less fervor at the be- 
ginning of a devotional period than at 
the end of it. But for a man to employ 
prayer as a mere exercise, Or as a mere 
mode of giving himself a stirring up— 
to stand before God and assume the 
tones, the language, the manner of feel- 
ing, for the sake of coming by-and-by 
into the feeling, is a desecration of 
prayer almost blasphemons. 

If it be asked, ‘‘What then shall a 
man do? Shall he neglect prayer un- 
til he does feel? Shall he refuse to take 
part in a prayer-meeting until the glow 
is upon him?’’—the answer is that such 
a man should not neglect prayer, 
neither in his closct, nor perhaps in 
'the prayer-meeting. But he must pre- 
pare himself for prayer. He must 
watch and study for the disposition.— 
He must refresh his mind with Scriptu- 
ral truths, and should consider his own 
wants and sinfulness. This he should 
do apart from noise and excite- 
‘ment, if possible; and he may_ be 
‘aided in doing it by employing hymns 
and psalms, which will oftentimes 
speedily carry his mind out ofa dull 
and dead frame into some beginnings 
of life. He may thus come into a state 
in which prayer will not be a stupid 
act;or a dead form, but the glowing 


up. 
“No man ‘should ‘utter a ‘word in ajoxpression of a living feeling. 
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This is @ proper preparation for 
prayer, whether public or private. If 
prayers in @ prayer-meeting cannot be 
genuine, they might better be ommit- 
ted, and hymns sung in their place.— 


If but a single sentence is uttered, let it 


be real; and let utterance cease when 
the heart no longer prompts—and the 
heart will often have ceased its prompt- 
ings long before a recitation of fifteen 
minutes is concluded. One moment of 
real communion with God is prayer, 
but a whole hour of recited words, 
without feeling, is not prayer, and is 
worse than none. acai 

The way to kill a prayer-meeting is 
to make it conventional; and the chief 
secret of conducting it so that it shall 
minister to edification, is to force people 
out of conventional ways; to:break up 
hereditary and stereotyped unwritten 
forms of prayer; to keep off those im- 

rtinent moths called exhorters, that 

y about the flame of rising feeling; to 
charm men into forgetfulness of the 
_ machinery of the meeting; and to make 
on talk artlessly, naturally, and sen- 
sibly. 

But above all, let all pretense, all 
mock solemnity and devotion, be put 
away. Let no man snaffer himself to 
appear to his brethren to be what he 
ig not; for this.is part of the injunction, 
‘‘ Let every man s truth with his 
neighbor.”’ If this rule be not observed, 
and the frequent tendencies to violate 
it be not corrected, the prayer-meetings 
will degenerate, and peop'e will lose 
first all profit and then all interest in 
them. For what if people should go to 
an evening party, not as themselves, or 
in their natural character, but one striv- 
ing to be brilliant, another to be witty, 
another to be instructive, another to be 
profound? . Who could endure the 
sham? There is need in prayer-mect- 
ings of men who are willing to stand 
simply and only on what they are and 
what they have. 

The speaking in prayer-meetings 


naturally from the heart’s experi 
or else it were better to be silent. 


they are very cold, and live far beneath 


their privileges. Such 
hortations may be very glib and fluent, 
but they are as dry of sap or juice as 
last year’s corn-husks. They are not 
only profitless but damaging. On the 


terances of uncultured lips, that may 
cut a poor figure as lecture-room litera- 


iture, that are nevertheless not to be 
|scornfully disdained. If a child may 
peak fluent 
English, he will never learn. There 


not talk at all till he can s 


should be a process, going on con- 
tinually, of education, by which all the 
members of the church should be able 
to contribute to their experiences 
and in such a course of development, 
the first hesitating, stumbling, nngram- 
matical prayer of a confused Christian 
may be worth more to the church than 


the best prayer of the most eloquent 
astor. the prayer may be but little ; 
bet it is not a little thing that a church 


has One more man.to pray than it had 
before. 
The conductor of a prayer-meetin 
should have a distinct conception o 
what such a meeting is to be and to do; 
and as it is a mutual instruction class, 
a place for religious feeling to take the 
social element, his chief duty should be 
to draw out the timid, to check the 
obtrusive, to encourage simple and true 
speaking, and to apply religious truths 
to those wants, and struggles, and ex- 
periences which are freely mentioned 
there. 
The foregoing article is from the 
pen of the Independent’s “star” cor- 
respondent, and we most heartily en- 


should be conversational, and so, natu-|dorse the sentiment it so ably sets forth. 


245. 
ral. The words spoken should flow. 


perience, 


Usually, however, when a.man has 
nothing to say, he gets up and exhorts 
sinners to repent; or, another, whose 
heart is empty, informs the church that — 


rayers Or ex- 


contrary, there are oftentimes, prayers, 
humble, timid, half-inaudible, the ut- 
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From all the observation we have been 


ablé to make during the last quarter! 


of a-century, the conclusion has been 
irresistibly forced: upon us, that the 
want of Christian vitality both in con- 
gregations and individuals, is in the 
exact ratio with their habitual neglect 
of true, fervent, scriptural prayer. 

No. individual Christian can enjoy 
religion, or experience a proper spir- 
itnal growth, without a regular and} 
continued’ recourse to the closet, or 
some other place where the world may 
be shut out, and a full and free pour- 


ing out of the heart before God may be 
had. Neither can any congregation 
maintain its vitality without its “‘pray- 
er meetings,” and we think even the 
warmest friends of such meetings may 
profit by the above suggestions. J. B. 


Alone, yet not Alone. | | 


Alone, yetnotaloneam [, 
‘Beneath the calm and silent sky ; 
"Tis still as mountain solitudes, 

Where voice is not, nor step intrudes ; 

No heart throbs here, eee out no eye— | 
Alone, yet not alone am I. | 


A Presence, actual as the heart, 

From whence my own life’s motions start ; | 
A Being real, thongh unseen, 

More true than trace where form hith been; 

Spirit to my sonal i 

» Alone, yet not alone am 


“On holy ground I seem to tread, | 
A pure, calm glory o’er my head ; : 
fearfal sweetness breathes around, 
White I hear without a sound — 
hile here, in heaven’s communion high, 
Alone, yet not alone am I. 


I ask no favor, feel no want, 
Content with bliss nor poor nor scant ; 
Serene, submissive, waiting still 

. The motion of a sovereign will ; 
Attended less if crowds were nigh— 
Alone, yet not alone am I. 


O thas to feel throngh every sense, 
Omniscience and 
O thas, all other joys a 


To know that power 1s only love! 


| The Mourner’s ‘Bench. 


‘There are many very intelligent per- 
sons who entertain confused ideas in 
reference to prayer, as it stands con- 
nected with the conversion of sinners. 
This confusion of ideas, however, is 
not because the teaching of the New 
Testament on the subject is not suffi- 
ciently plain and explicit. It is rather 
because they have forsaken the infal- 
lible word of God, and are following 
the traditions of men. It is very un- 
fortunate that such sentiments are en- 
tertained on the part of any who pro- 
fess to love the Lord Jesus, inasmuch 
as they have the tendency to divert the 
attention of many who are honestly 
seeking the truth from the plain and 
simple “‘requisitions of the gospel.” 

That it is the privilege and duty of 
all Christians to pray for sinners is — 
very clearly taught by the apostle to 
the Gentiles. He says, “I exhort, 
therefore, that first of all supplications, 
prayers, intercessions and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men;’’ and 
again, ‘‘I will therefore that men pray 
‘every where, lifting up holy hands 
without wrath and doubting.” Chris- 
tians should pray for the success of the 
gospel, and the conversion of the world, 
and there are those for whom it is an 
especial privilege to remember at a 
throne of grace. Paul says in his let- 
ter to the Hebrews, ‘‘my heart’s desire 
‘and prayer to God-for Israel is that 
they may be saved.” He desired the 
salvation of his brethren the Jews, and 
he prayed that they might be saved. 
So with Christians, now they have-the 
privilege to pray for the conversion of | 


My lowly heart, how blest tocry, 
Alone, yet aot alone am 


\their children, ‘their parents, their 


| 
| 
| | 
| | 
é 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 


Norta-Westexn Onristian Magazine. 


247. 


brothers, their sisters, and all their: 
other dear friends.and relatives, “It is 
not only a privilege, but a most impe | 
rious duty. We. cannot see how any. 
person can be a Christian, and not, 
have a ‘‘heart’s desire’ that the whole 
world, and especially their near and 
dear relatives, ‘‘might be saved,’’ and 
if they desire it, they certainly will 
pray for it. But the question is, can 
the gospel minister scriptarally invite 
sinners to the ‘‘mourning bench,” to. 
be prayed for? and when they come, 
can Christians scripturally pray God 
to pardon their sins? From our stand 
point, we are constrained to give a 
negative answer to both questions. . It 
is true the Christian is to “‘pray al- 
ways,” but in order that prayer may 
be accepted of the Father, it must be 
offered in faith. Now, there are two 
things indispensably necessary in order 
that any one may pray in faith; first, 
the request must be for something that 
God has promised; and second, the 
person praying or making the request, 
must be living in the use of the means 
through which God has promised. to 
bless. In other words, no one can in 
faith ask God for any blessing unless 
willing to comply with the conditions 
upon which he has promised its enjoy- 
ment. adie 
Our heavenly Father has graciously 
submitted to a sinful world a law of 
pardon—a remedial system. He has 
promised to blot out all our past trans- 
gressions, upon certain conditions. He 
has, however, no where in the Serip- 
tures said any thing about a *‘*mourn- 
er’s bench,” and has not made the oc- 


sight. Asa proclaimer of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, therefore, no one has 
any authority to institute a condition 
of pardon which has. its origin in the 
saw mill instead of the New Testament. 
Every person who invites the people 
to the ‘‘mourner’s bench,”’ as ihe place 
where they may obtain the pardon of 
their sins, is preaching an ‘‘other gos- 
pel” from that which the divinely in- 
spired apostles of the Lord Jesus preach- 
ed. Panl says, “If any man preach 
any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed.’ 
It is then a fearful thing to call the 
people to the ‘*mourner’s bench,” even 
so far as the preacher is concerned ; 
for however popular such a course may 
be among men, however much he may 
be advantaged in a worldly point of 
view, it exposes him to the fearful 
anathemas of the great Jehovah of the 
universe. ; 

| The effect of preaching a spurious 
gospel, is equally deplorable upon the 
hearers. It gives them false and erro- 
neous views of the plan of salvation. 
It entirely changes the relative position 


of God and the sinner, as brought to | 


view in the gospel of Christ. The 
agonizing system of the “mourning 
bench,” makes. the sinner willing and 
anxious to be pardoned, and God un- 
willing to grant that pardon. It is 
only a scion from the papal trank, 
which teaches the wicked and deceit- 
ful doctrine that the priest can pray 
the souls of the wicked out of purgatory. 
They stand or fall together—and as far 
as either is believed, it effectually de- 
stroys the efficacy of that gospel which 
Paul preached, and of which he said 


cupying one, by any, a condition of 
their pardon and acceptance in his 


he was “‘not ashamed,” inasmuch as it 
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to every one” who believed it. It 
causes many who are penitent believ- 
ers to spend days and months, and 


even years, in doubt and perplexity ;' 


and if at last they settle down satisfied 
that they are truly converted, their 
hope is resting upon the false and de- 
lusive standard of their own feelings, 
instead of the infallible “thus saith the 
Lord ”’ of the sacred Scriptures—a self 
deception from which if not awakened 
in time, will plunge those who are its 
victims, into an eternal “destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and the 
glory of his power.” , 

The true position in which the gos- 
pel presents the sinner, is, that he is 
the irreconciled party. Paul says, 
“that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to himself.” Again he says, 
that God wills that “all men” may 
‘he saved, and come unto the knowl- 
edge of the truth.” Again he says, 
“the goodness of God leadeth to re- 
péntance.”’? Instead, therefore, of our 
heavenly Father requiring of the sinner 
that he should do any thing to pro- 
pitiate him, or to reconcile him, and 
get him willing to grant a pardon, the 
apostle says that “God commendeth| 
his love towards us, in that while we 
_ were yet sinners, Christ died for us.’’| 
Indeed, the whole teaching of the New| 
Testament goes to show that God is 
waiting to be gracious to the children 
of men, and is always ready to receive 
all who will come to him through the 
mediation of his Son, and accept of 
pardon through the efficacy of his pre- 
cious blood which he shed on Calvary. 
- Suppose the sinner should come to 
the *‘mourner’s bench,” for what could 


was “‘the power of God unto salvation | 


the preacher ‘scripturally pray? Not 
for faith, because the word of God says 
that “faith comes by hearing,’’ and 
not by the prayers of a preacher. Not 
for repentance, for the very fact of his 
coming to be prayed for’is an evidence 
of repentance, or at least of a sorrow 
for sin, which will lead the sinner 
(when properly taught,) to a reforma- 
tion of life. Not for the pardon of sins, 
for God has not promised the remission 
of the past sins of the alien throngh 
the prayers of a third person, but by 
obedience. ‘Repent and be baptized, 
and you shall receive the remission of 
your sins,” is the language of an in- 
‘spired apostle to persons just in the 
condition of those who usually go to 
the *‘mourner’s bench.” ‘‘Go into all 
nations and preach the gospel to every 
creature; he that believes and is bap- 
tized shall be saved,”’ is the word of 
‘the Savior himself, after he had died 
for our sins and risen again for our jus- 
tification. The only thing for which a 
preacher could scripturally pray, under 
such circumstances, is that hef might 
have the courage and honesty to give 
the scriptural answer to the moment- 


ons question, What shall I do to be 


saved ? and that the “‘mourners”’ might 
have the sincerity of purpose to do the 
will of the Lord as soon as they had 
learned it. To pray for the pardon of 
the “‘mourner’s ” sins, is to pray with- 
out faith, for where there is no testi- 
mony there can be no faith, and an 
apostle has said, ‘“‘whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin.” For the sinner to expect 
pardon while living in disobedience of 
God’s commands, and in neglect of the 
explicitly expressed conditions upon 


which he has graciously promised the 
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sumption which cannot but be displeas- 
ing in his sight. It evinces a state of 
mind which, if persisted in, must in- 
evitably work the everlasting destruc- 
tion of the sinner. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazne. 
Attributes of God—No. I, 


POWER. 


God is almighty. His power is in- 
finite and unlimited; His works de- 
clare His er. He can create—can’ 
originate being—can command a uni- 
verse to arise up around him, where 
before emptiness and silence reigned. 
‘Thou hast made the heaven and the 
earth with thy great power, and thine 
outstretched arm.” 

God alone can create. The miner, 
from mines stored away in the earth 
by the Creator, brings gold, silver, 
copper, iron, and coal; the woodman, 
from the forests of His rearing, pro- 
cures the oak, the cedar, and the pine ; 
the mechanic arranges these materials 
into new forms—but no human power 
ever brought into existence one par- 
ticle of matter. a 

To create the universe was a stupen- 
dous work. It shows a great manifes- 
tation of power; but no less power is 
displayed in controlling and governing 
the same. The law of gravitation dis- 
plays the might of the all-powerful, in 
a@ beautiful manner. It controls the 
merest atom that floats in the sunbeam, 
the dewdrop, the world’s rolling in 
immensity, and the whole creation of 
the everlasting God. 

The human mind cannot com 
hend His power. Could an individual 
be Pree upon one of the fixed stars 
and look over the universe, our’ sun 
and its attendant planets would appear 


remission of sins and adoption into his| star that we may behold at night. The 
family, is, to say the least of it, a pre- . 


solar system might be 
blo from existence, and he would 


take cognizance of such a removal no 


more than the coasting wanderer would 
notice the removal of a grain of sand 
from the shore of the ocean; yet all 
this vast creation is the workmanship 


of His hand, and is controlled by His 


wer. 
None but God can give life. Phi- 
losophers and chemists have failed in 
all their attempts to give life to matter, 
or to any of its combinations. This is 
a work far too great for man to accom- 
plish. The works of nature, teeming 
with d:fe, exhibit His power. Eve 
drop of water is but a city peopled wi 
an infinite number of’ animalcule. 
There is not a blade of 
herb woven into earth’s verdure—the 
carpet that covers God’s footstool—that 
His finger has not moulded; not a 
flower that blooms upon the window, 
or that wafts its sweetness upon the 
desert air, that His pencil did not paint. 
and His breath perfume; not a bird 
that flaps its wing over the deep blue 
ocean, or that warbles its enchanting 
notes in the cottage grove—os that 
with its eye upon the sun, soars into 
the bright heavens—that His power 
does not support; not an animal upon 
‘the plain, or a beast that roams the 
wilds of earth’s continents, that does 
‘not receive life, animation; and a leap- 
‘ing heart from God all-mighty. ‘Be- 
hold the nations are as the drop of @ 
bucket, and are counted as the small 
dust of the balance. So 
Ni ’s roar, the belching volcano, 
and the maddened earthquake; the 
might of the ocean and the tempest, 
the strength of the everlasting hills, 
the illumination of a worlds, 
may offer some faint idea of the going 
forth of the power of Omnipotence ; 
but there is a still more impressive 
manifestation of supernatural power 
made to man, when the storm sinks 


no larger to such an one than a single| quelled before the eye of Jesus, or the 
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dead comes forth from the grave at His 
word. God’s power is displayed in 


the gospel. Silently and imperceptibly 
as the growing of the coral reef, it is 
filling the world—gently as the falling 
snow-flake, it is exerting its influence ; 
but the edict of the Almighty has gone 
forth that it must conquer, and it will 
conquer. Persecutions may arise, in- 
fidels may scoff, Satan may arraign 
his artillery, and all the powers of 
earth and hell may oppose, yet it will: 
overcome them. The language of pro- 
phecy declares this; the voice of every 
shower, the bow of promise that spans 
the heavens, the scream of the satyr 
upon the walls of Babylon, the shout 
of the Arab careering in his freedom 
over the desert sands, the wail of the 
wandering Jew scattered over the earth 
like the fragments of a wrecked vessel, 
are incontrovertible proofs that Chris- 
tianity is of God—that His power is 
infinite, and that His word endureth 
forever. 
Changes are going on year by year. 
_ The cross is gaining the ascendency— 
it is shining into the dark abodes of 
heathen nations, and turning them to 
the Lord. The little stone, seen by 
Daniel, cut from the mountain side, is 
rolling on, fulfilling its destiny. Surely, 
‘Great and marvelous. are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty.” | 
The heart of the Christian should not 
tremble. Immortality is sure. The 
earth may sink under his feet, but the 
pilot of the Galilean lake will be there 
and will save the vessel’s crew. Death 
may call the followers of Jesus from 
this beautiful earth—but He, around 
whose throne the morning stars forever 
sing, to whom anthems of praise from 
all the star-choirs of immensity go 
toning on.eternally, from galaxy to 
galaxy, hears the evening hymn of 
praise in the Christian, home, the lowly 
melody in the Christian heart, the sigh 
of the kneeling child, and when the 
little task of his morning sojourn on 


tian, as the sun draws up the dew- 


drop, to rest on the bosom of Infinite 
love. Witcox. 
Hiram, Ohio, Jan. 19, 1858. 
For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
Thoughts on Slavery. 


Brotner Boaes: I wish to offer 
a few thoughts to the brotherhood, 
through your excellent paper, with re- 
gard to the ground that many of them 


|occupy on the subject of slavery. 


Some of them take the position that 
it is right; that it was established by 
the God of the Bible; and that the 
Jews had a right to hold slaves, and 
that it is not torbidden in the Chris- 
tian institution. Well, we will not go 
back to examine the law now, but will 
let Christ settle the law matter; and 
surely every Christian man is willing 
to hear what he says.. I cite to Matt. 
7th chapter, 12th verse: ‘*Therefore, 
all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you do ye even so to 
them, for this is the law and the pro- 
phets.”” Now if the- Savior is 
authority, and if he understood the 
law, then, it taught jnstice and equity ; 
and unless it can be made appcar that 
it is justice to rob a man of all his earn- 
ings, then you fail to sustain anything 


‘like American slavery by the Bible. 


But I wish to bring the matter a lit- 
tle nearer home. e believe that it 
‘is admitted by all, that there are Chris- 
tians even among the slaves; this be- 
ing the case, we will look at what the 
Savior says with regard to our actions 
towards his children. Matthew 25th 
chapter, 40th verse: “And the King 
shall answer and say unto them, Verily, 
I say. unto you, inasinuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
Now, according to the language of the 
Savior, just as we act toward one of 
his children we act toward him; and 
if we hold a Ohristian in bondage, so 


earth is over, will draw up the Ohris- 


we hold Ohrist; and if we sell a: hris- - 
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tian, we sell Christ. Now, brethren, 
look at these matters, and ponder them 
well before you take the position that 
slavery is right; remember, that there 
was one person sold his Lord for thirty 


pieces of silver;and no doubt we all 


think we would not do so. But, re- 
member, dear brethren, that the Lord 
says in effect, inasmuch as ye have 
sold one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have sold me. | 

But there are others that take the 

und that slavery is wrong; but they 
think that there can be more good ef- 
fected by tolerating this wrong in the 
church, than by cutting ourselves 
loose from it. This looks Tike the doc- 
trine the Jews said Paul taught: ‘Let 
us do evil, that good may: come.” 
But this is not the worst feature in this 
matter; if we can effect more good by 
tolerating one evil in the church, then 
certainly the more evils we have in the 
church the more good we can effect. 
Then we would have gambling, lying, 
stealing, and all the abominable things 
that are carried on in the world, in the 
church. 

Well, says one, that would not do 
to have all these wrongs in the church. 
So say we; neither will it do to have 
any of these wrongs in the church. 
And when you find the verse that says 
we should tolerate one of those wrongs 
in the church, the next verse will read 
something like the following: tolerate 
all wrongs in the church, that you may 
effect the more good. But, again, 
these same rage speaking with 
regard to the same matter, notwith- 
standing they say slavery is wrong, 
yet when they quote those passages 
where the apostles are speaking to mas- 


ter and servant, they apply it to Ameri- 


can slavery. Now, what is the argu- 
ment? it is this—slavery is wrong, but 
the apostles sanctioned that wrong. 
But there is another ground taken 
by those same individuals; that is, 
that Christ and. the apostles did not 
institute slavery, therefore, they are 


not responsible. for it. Well, this is a 
correct conclusion; but does it follow 
that we should traffie in the souls of 


men, because Christ and the Apostles 


did not institute it? Oertainly not, 
but to the reverse; because, if Ohrist 
and the Apostles did -not institute it, 
it is not a Christian institution, there- 
fore, we should not support it. Be- 
cause the Apostle says, **Whatsoever 
we do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, iving thanks 
to God the Father by him.? Now, 
this covers the whole ground; for all 
we do, we do in word or deed. | 
But again. Christ and the Apostles 
did not institute gambling, therefore, 
they are not responsible for it. Now, 


if you come to the conclusion that be- 


cause they did not institute slavery, 


therefore we are at liberty to support it: 


because they did not institute it, are 
we not at liberty. to gamble, because 
they did not institute it? therefore, they 
are not responsible for it. Or, if the 
ground be correct that we are at liberty 
to go into one wrong because it was 
not established by the head of the 
church, are we not at liberty to go into 
all wrongs because they were not e8- 
tablished by him? Then we would 
have polygamy, card playing, and all 
other’species of vice in the church. 
Now, brethren, we exhort you in the 
spirit of meekness, look well at the 
ground you occupy with regard to this 
important matter... We assure you, 
that _— we have wre has — in all 
eeling; hoping through my weak 
~ vr to effect some good in behalf of 
the cause of my Master, and suffering 
humanity. E. Harwan. 
Salem, Indiana, Jan. 15, 1858. i 


The great design of the Christian 
religion, is to prepare its votaries for 
usefulness in time, and for happiness 
in eternity. To effect this, the selfish- 
ness of the heart must be taken away, 
and love implanted in its stead. Git: 
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| From the Cincinnati Daily Gazette. 
Education and Religion in France: 
The speech of the Emperor of the 


French contains some passages very 


suggestive toa reflecting mind. France 
is a country which, since the era of Na- 


-poleon, may claim to be the greatest 


cultivator of pure science. Its mathie- 
maticians and chemists have undoubt- 
edly been at the head of scientific sa- 
vans. The literature, too, which can 
boast of Beranger, of Thiers, and of 
Madame de Stael, can bo placed in no 
inferior rank. Nor can the Priests and 
Bishops be without high learning, who 


have availed themselves of the instrne- | 8° 


tions furnished by the University of 
France. With these high advantages 
for learning and science, the Emperor 
nevertheless hails the advent of new 
elements of education. He says: 
‘Public instructions, protected by the 
State, is being i by the side of 
free education honorably protected. The 
number of colleges has been increased by 
1,500. Education has become more moral 
and religious, with a tendency toward 
sound humanities and useful sciences.— 
The College of France has been re-or- 
ganized; elementary instructions is spead- 
ing far.”’ 
_ Here we have three facts, which, in 
Europe, are very significant. We find 
that Colleges and Schools are rapidly 
increasing; that education is free, and 
that it is deemed n to make it 


cords with the growing convictions of 
the public mind, that the people should 
be educated; but they should have re- 
ligious as well as scientific culture.— 
It is in vain that we shall try to treat 
the human mind as a well] ordered ma- 
chine, without moral responsibility, or 
religious obligation. The mechanism 
of the mind may be refined, polished, 
cultivated, and strengthened, to the 
highest point, but it will no more go to 
any good purpose, without religious 
obligation, than a clock will. without 


J out restraint, into the blackness of dark- 


ness. ‘The feeble lamp within will do 
no more than make the darkness felt, 
This is the growing conviction of the 
public mind, and the machine edu- 
eators, of which we have had some 
quite og Yr ae may do in the Age 


of Reason, but certainly not in the 
Ages of Faith. 
he clear utterance of the Emperor 


on these points indicates the great 


change which has come over France 
and Kurope, and which the sagacity of 
the Emperor clearly perceives, 

Another paragraph is even more sug- 
tive and remarkable. He savs: 

‘Tt is the wish of the Government that 
the principle of freedom of worship shall 
be sincerely admitted, without forgetting 
that the Roman Catholic religion is that 
of the greater majority of Frenchmen.— 
Therefore, this religion has never been 
more respected nor more unshakeled.”’ 

Here, again, is a remarkable declara- 
tion. The Emperor declares the free- 
dom,—the sincerely admitted freedom 
of worship of religion,—in a country 
where hundreds of thousands have been 
obliged, in time past, to fly for their 
8 on account of their religious be- 

ef. 

This corresponds with our latest in- 
telligence in regard to opinion and law . 
in that country. The Protestant 
Churches no longer meet with any or- 
ganized opposition, and it is well un- 
derstood that the Government is in fa- 
vor of perfect toleration. However, 
they recently pees @ priest for as- 
serting in a , the ultramontane 
dectrine, that the Gallic Church was 
schismatic. The’Gallic Church main- 
tains its independence, and is not a Ro- 
man, buta French Ohurch. This prin- 
ciple is maintained by the government. 
| “We trust the freedom of religion ma 
be as beneficial to France as the Fren 
persecutions in time have been to- 
the world. On the revocation of the 
edict of Nantz, tens of thousands of the 

le in France left it forever, 


gravitation. Like a ball without cen- 
tripetal force, it will wander off with- 


best 
and hed. to the shores of Holland, of 
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England, and America. In England, 
Holland, and Germany, they introdac- 
ed arts and manufactures, which were 

reviously only known in France.— 
They built up rivals in trade, took 
away great sums of money, and carried 
abroad a spirit and sense of religious 
obligation, which France sorely needed, 
in the hour of her extremity. In that 
dark hour when the darkness of 
Atheism hung over like a cloud, and a 
harlot was exalted, as the Goddess of 
Reason, how did France need the pure 
and upright descendants of the Hugue- 
nots? As the ten rightous would have 


saved Sodom, she might have been sav- | 


ed from that great disaster, but they 
were not there. The fathers had long 
since gone to foreign lands, and their 
children grew up, in the peaceful quiet 
of free and tolerant institutions. They 
would return no more. Even now, the 
churches of the Hugnenots stand on 
the banks of the Hudson, the James, 
and the Ashley rivers; and our country 
has gained nct a little from the perse- 
cution which drove the pious Hugue- 
nots from their native land. We are 
glad to hail the continually approach- 
ing triumph of light and freedom; and, 
with the Emperor, we believe that the 
religion of the country, whatever it 
may be, will be more respected when 
it observes justice, and works charity 
towards all who conscientiously differ 
from it. Religion finds its strength in 
no coercive measures, but in the con- 
Science and theconvictions of the under- 
standing. France learned this, by hard 
experience; but when she had learned 
it, rushed madly from persecution to’ 
licentiousness. Again the wave rolled 
_ back, and the dark bigots of the Bour- 
bon race returned; and now the wave, 
more moderate and consistent, has 
come on to the ground of truth, tole- 
rance, and freedom. May France reap 
the rich rewards of this higher and bet- 
ter civilization. 


Broruer On the last Wed- 


— 
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nesday of Dec. I accompanied brother 
Jonas Hartzel to Long Grove, where, 
according to previous appointment, he 
delivered a discourse to a small but at- 
tentive audience, upon the oft repeated 
question ‘* What has the church to do 
with slavery?’ Before entering upon 
the scriptural argument of the subject 
he gave a short historical sketch of the 
commencement of slavery, showing 


and piracy, and when thus established, 
and in existence for two hundred years, 
it became necessary to. sct legislative 
meets and bounds to it, as has been 
done to regulate the practice of lotteries, 
liquor selling, gaming houses, &c., and 


orderly and moral practices of civilized 
society, shewing clearly that slavery 
was not a creature of legislative enact- 
ment nor primarily a ‘ political ques- 
tion,” (as many affirm that it really is,) 
but purely a social and moral one. 


The speaker called the attention of 
his hearers to Mathew v, 13 to 16 in- 
clusive, ‘*‘ Ye, {the church,] are the 
light of the world, &c.,” spoke em- 
phatically of the duty the church had 
to perform in enlightening the world 
upon all moral questions, but especially 
upon this ‘‘maximum of all evils.” 
It is imposible for me to give your 
readers even an outline of Brother 
Hartzel’s clear and convincing argu- 
iments upon this important phase of 
the question, but I trust he will, at an 
early day, favor your readers with a 
paper thereon; suffice it to say, that it 
was attentively listened to by the andi- 
ence, who manifested their hearty ap- 
proval by deeds, which spoke more than 
words—by acts which show that the 
‘fruit of the spirit is love”—they 
subscribed on the spot $61, and have 
since increased that.sum to $100, to 


If sinners entice thee consent thou 
not. 


assist Bro. Boggs in his endeavors to 


that it had its origin in avaricious lust - 


every Other vice, as well as the more 
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enlighten the brotherhood in our duty 
as to our fellow men: 
The main object in my present notice 
of this address of Bro. Hartzel, at Long 
Grove, is to stir up a spirit of emula- 
tion amongst the patrons of the Maga- 
zine to induce them to *‘ go and do like- 
wise.” There are many churches, at 
least many brethren, who are the 
professed friends of our much abused 
colored race, who are more able, than 
those above alluded to, to furnish more 
liberally than they have hitherto done, 
what you, Bro. Boggs, very correctly 
term “ material aid,” that the “ light ” 
may shine forth, not political agitation, 
but the pure light of the glorious e] 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Yours in the hope of Immortality, 
J. B. Avan, 


Editor's Tab 


New Booxs Cominc! Brother James 
Challen informs us that he has in press, 
and will shortly issue, the following new 
works: ‘‘lgdrasil, or the Tree of Ezist- 
ence,”’ and other Poems; price 75 cents. 
Also, ‘‘Hadji, or Three Years in Jerusa- 
lem,” by Mrs. S.B.Johnson; beautifully 
embellished. Gilt cloth, 75 cents. Also, 
an addition of 20 volumes to the Juvenile 
Library, designed for Sunday Schools. 


Exper T. J. has recently taken 
the pastoral care of the Christian congre- 
gation meeting, at the corner of Eighth 
and Walnut streets, in this city. We 
doubt not his talents and industry will 
prove him a blessing to the cause of truth. 


Co.iection.” This is a 
very large collection of ‘‘Hymns and 
Tunes for Christian congregations,’’ by 
Henry Ward Beecher. It is an octavo of 
near 500 pages, and contains 1374 hymns, 
with 370 or 400 tunes. It is better adapt- 


book we have ever seen. . It comprises.a 
variety sufficient to suit all occasions, and 
almost every conceivable taste. Asa vol- 
ume of sacred poetry merely, it is worthy. 
a place in every family. One of its chief 
‘excellences is, the hymns appear as ori- 
ginally written by their authors. There 
is nothing within the range of congrega- 
tional singing, more to be regretted than 
the practice of altering hymns and tunes 
with every new book, and sometimes 
every new edition of the same book. 
Hymn and tune tinkers, not only do a 
positive injury to an important part of re- 
ligious worship, but they do great injus- 
tice to theauthors. We hold that no man 
has a right to alter a hymn or tune. If 
people do not like them as originally 
made, all they have to do is to let them 


‘| alone, and make such as will suit them. 


In the volume before us, we are pleased 
to see many of the old standard hymns, 
that of late have been mutilated and mar- 
red, restored to their original beanty. We 
recommend the book to every lover of 
sacred song. 


Atmost Our much looked for 
book, ‘‘Bible Vindicated,’’ is in the hands 
of the binder; and will be ready for de- 
livery in a few days. Send on your or- 
ders, and they will be immediately filled 
at the following prices: Single copy 30 
eents, or $3.00 per dozen, and $20.00 per 
hundred. It is gotten up inthe best man- 
ner, and contains not only all the articles 
written by Elder Jonas Hartzell, and pub- 
lished in the Magazine under that caption, 
but also a very ably written appendix by 
the author. A copy should be in every 
family, North and South. | 


Cuance or Appress. Our friends some- 
times write to have their address changed 
to a new post office, without stating the 
office from which it is to be changed. It 


ed to congregational singing, than any 


is very difficult to find the name of a per- 
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‘gon on the ‘mailing books, unless the post 
office is given. We hope all our corres- 
pondents will bear this in mind... 


Boox Forwarpine:Agency. We call 
the attention of those wishing to purchase 
good books, to the list of publications on 
our cover, with the retail price attached. 
We will give immediate attention to all 
orders, or for any others to be had in this 
city. | 


Cincinnati Gazette. As every family 
should have a daily or weekly news paper, 
we take pleasure in recommending to our 
readers the ‘‘Gazette.’”” Its moral tone is 
far in advance of most of the political jour- 
nals of the day, and its columns are entirely 
free from those vulgarisms which corrupt 
the morals of the rising generation. 


“THe Recorp.’’ We: have 
just received the February No. of this long 
established and ably conducted periodical, 
edited by our much esteemed Brother, 
Elder J. M. Mathes. It has been a wel- 
come monthly visitor for more than fifteen 
year. ‘The brotherhood in Indiana should 
see that it is well sustained. ‘“The His- 
tory of Carbon,” by Prof. Young, in the 
last No., is worth, to any person, more 
than the subscription price for a whole 


year. 


Do You Want a Suave? For the in- 
formation of our readers who may have 


occasion to visit this city, we wish to state | Y 


that Brother W. D. Goff, one of the elders 
of the Harrison street Christian church, 
has opened a barber’s shop at the ‘‘South- 
gate House,” corner of Elm and Sixth 
street. Those who love a smooth face, 
should give him a call. 


Burntne THe Maaazine. We learn 
from a subscriber, that a certain post- 
master in Iowais in the habit of burning 


the numbers of the Magazine sent to his | 


loffice. He may annoy ‘both us and those 
who live in his vicinity, by such a course, 
‘but the flames have never wana able ‘to 
suppress the truth. 


‘‘FRANKLIN ALMANAC AND Diary.” 


This is a large quarto sized Almanac for 
1858, with a blank diary for every day in. 


the year, affording a very convenient grate 
for making memorandums. : 

It also contains much useful reading 
matter. ‘The information respecting fruit 
growing, from the strawberry up to the 
apple, is of incaleulable value to every 
‘one who is fortunate enough to own a 
piece of land, be it ever so small. It is 
published by the editor and publisher of 
the Ohio Valley Farmer, Mr. B. F. San- 
ford. 


Prorractep Meztixas. In answer to 
the numerous invitation to visit the breth- 
ren in various parts of the country, we 
would say, that those who desire our la- 
bors at any particular period, must give 
us timely notice, as our engagements are 
usually made considerably in advance. 


Church Hetos. 


Lagro, Wasasu Co., Inp., Jan. 11. 1858. 
Dear Bro. Boaes: I am happy to en- 
joy the privilege once more of informing 
ou that the cause of our dear Redeemer 


is still on the advance in Wabash County, 
where I am laboring. Since I last wrote 


aster, 42 accessions to the army of the 
faithful, 30 of whom I baptized, 12 hav- 
ing previously been members of the 
Methodist or other churches. Prospects 
still good for the future. With efficient 
laborers a glorious conquest. ~_— be 
achieved over. sectarianism. which. is 


struggling, (to all human appearance, ) i in 


the agonies of death. 
May God nerve the arm and warm the 


ou, I have received inthe name of my - 
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